Novewber MY 1919.

Mr.Will H, Hays, Chairman,
The Republican National Committes,
452 Fifth Avenue,

9

New York, N.Y.
Dear Sir:

In his Life of Roosevelt, William Roscoe Thayer
thus describes a National Convention.

"The Convention was assembled in the great Coliseum
at Chicago on June 18th, but for ten days the host had been coming
in; one delegation after another; the hotels were packed; each
comumittee had its special quarters; crowds of sight-seers,
ghouters and supporters, swelled the multitude. The Republican
National Committee met; the managers of each candidate met;
the committees which had not yet an official standing conferred
unofficially. Rumours floated from every room; thers were
gecret conferences; attempts to win over delegates; promises
to trade votes and even efforts of conciliation. Night and
day this wild current of excitcment rushed on.

"A spectator from Mars wmight have remarked, B "But
for so important a business as the choice of a candidate who
may become President of the United States you ought to have
quiet, deliberation, free-play, not for those who can shout
the loudest but for those who can speak the wisest."

"And to this remark, the howling and whirling
dervishes who attended the Convention might have replied, if

they had waited long enough to hear it through, by yelling,




"Hail, Hail the gang's all here", and would have darted off

their fellow-bacchanals. A amell of cock-

to catch up with

tails and whiskey was U jguitous and & dense pall of tobeacco
smoke prevaded the committee roous. out of doors the clang of
brass bands drowned even the incessant noise of the ¥hrongs-s
There was no night for the myriads of slectric lights made
shadows but no darkness and you wondered where these gt range

creatures slel NP

i ®)

nSuch saturnalia did not begin with the convention
of 1918. Most of those who took part in them nardly thought
it a paradox that these should ve the conditions under which
the Americans nominated their ca andidate for President.”

If thsse conditions WeTe strange for th nomination
of a president, they were 8till more strange for working out
and formulating the principles and planks of a political plat-
form,

A political platform would surely have moIre clearness
if thought out in +he 1ibraries.andws$ﬁﬂ@esfof‘grewt goholarssof
Ahe-couRbry—then—in she-turnoil-and noise of e poriticdI~conven-
tiony-db-would have-more~consistency +Pomadeaway from its
jarring cleuwents; J4-would have fewer evasions and. ambiguities
;P mot-made under-the preggire o 1ts clashing interests, =and

the-great Srganic truths of sociology and sconemics for the

gmidanCé“ﬁr“a'p&¥ty*cc uld-be-more effect;vely considered and
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{ There never has been & time when the two great




By 37

partiss have differed so fundamentally in principles &8s now,
differences that go to the very foundation of society; never a
time when so many brands of quack medicine have been 80
energetically hawked about as cures for the distempers of the
state, and therefore never a time when an honest platform of
straight thinking, holding out no false hopes and promising no
ghort cuts to the millennium, 1s more important than now.

For these reasons,

I suscribe $10,000 to the National Republican
Committee with the suggestion that it De used to offer three

prizes, one of $6,000 for the first, one of $3,000 for the 7 | Ly~
;" _‘..'_.;*‘

gsecond and one of $uﬂ,ooo for the third, for the bestARepublioan
platform, the competition to be open to the graduates of the
clagses of 1915 of the universities of Harvard, Yale, Princeton,
Columbia, John Hopkins, Michlgan, Wisconsin, California,
University of Virginia, University of Kansas, University of
Pennsylvania and University of Texas.

Should this idea appeal to you to the extent that you
will give it your sanction it will be necessary for you to
assume the responsibility of furnishing the machinery and ex-
pense required for reading the manuscripts submitted. If it
is thought possible to broaden the competition I have no ob-
jectionm.

O0f course it is not expected that such a platform
would be adopted by the National Convention but the educative

effect upon the people at large might have a beneficial

——_._
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regult, and way aid you .in your

voung peoplie in politics.
I would sugges?t that Dr. David Jayne Hill, Dre
Nicholas Murray Butler, and Hon. Albert J. Beveridge, be
requesgted tO act as judges of the merits of the platforms
presented, and thahathey-ve gegiyted srr-vaetr-work oY % cOTPS
" ey A ,
of~young scholaTs. ] e o LA bo 41 Lol A”'/ ’
The platform way sontain at most twice the numbeTl may
of words used in the last platiorm of the Republican National o
Convention of 1916 in order 1O give space to suggest OT
explain the reasons for the different planks, In 1916 the
platform containad ——-—s=-omEmEsT wordse

2 . LAty
Should youiggaiaé-cn the three judgégﬂl mention,

I suggest that you require 21l competitors to submit four
copies of thelr manuscripts —- one gigned and three unsigned,
Please also designate the address %0 which &all manuse ripts

a*

should be sen® and the last date upon which they will be

-

received.
Very truly yours,
Truxtun Beale,
28 Jackson Place, Wasghington,
, D.C.
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(The North Amsrican Review Smer) have the right

publication of any mapuscript passed upon by the judges).
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Hovember 1, 1919,

Mr, Will I, Hayas, Chairmen,

Tho Republican lat fonal Commlfitee,
482 P1Tth Avenue ,

Now York, I Y.

Dear Sirie

In his Life of Roosovelt, Willlan Roscoe Thayer
thues doseribos a National Conwmtlion,

"The Convention was assgembled in the great Colliseun
at Chleago on June 18th, but for ten days the hosi had been coming
in; one delegation after anothor; the hotels were packed; ecach
committoo had its speelal quartors; crowds of sighteseors,
shouters and supporters, swelled the multitude, The Repubdican
lat lonal Committee metj the managers of cach candidate metj
the committees which had not yet am officlal standing conferred
uno£fiecially. Rumours floatod from every room; thore were
gsoaret conforences; attompts to win over dolegates; promises
to trade votes and oven efforts of concilliation, IHight and
day this wild ocurrent of exeitemsnt rushed on, |

"A spectator from lars might have remarked, "But
for so important a business as the colee of a dandlidate who
may bocome Prosident of the Unlted States you ought to have
quiet, deliberation, free-play, not for t hose who can shout
the loudest but for those who ean speak the wisest,”

"And to this remriz, the howling and whirling
dervishos who attended the Convention might have replied, if

thoy had walted long omough to hear it through, by yelllng,
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11, Hall the gang'e all here", md would have darted

m~

to eatech up with thelr follow<bacchanals, A small of cocke

talls end whiskey waa ubiquitous and & denso pall of

smoke porvaled the committee Tooms,

brase bands drowmed even the incospsant nolee of the throngs,
There was no night for the myriads of electriec lights made
shadows but no darkness and you wondered whore these strange
eraaturos olept,

"sneh saturnalis d4id not begin wi th the convention
of 1912, liost of those who took part in them hardly thought
it a paradox that those should be the conditions undor which

Amoricans nominated their eaniidate Tor Prosidont,”

1f these conditions were stramge for the nomination

of a Precidenty they were at 111 more strampge for working out
» - <

- &

and formmlating the prineiples and planike of a politieal plat -
form,

political platofrnm would surely have more cleamnoss
if thought out in the librarioes and studies of great scholars of
the eountry than in the turmoil and nolse of a political convens
tiong it would have more conssstency 1f made
jarring elementeg it would have fowor ovasions and ambigulties
1£ not made undey the pressure of ite elashing interests, md
the great organie truths of soeclology =und cconomies for the
guidance of & party could bo move effoctively considored and
expressod.

Theye never has been & time whon the two pgroat




B
partles have differed so fundamentally in principles as now,
differences that go to the very foundation of secloty; nover a

time when so many branis of quaclk medleine have beon so
energetically hawked about as eures for the distempors of the
state, and therefore nover a time when an honest platform of
stralght thinking, holding out no false hopes and promising no
short outs to the millemniun, is more lmportant than now,.

For theso reasons,

I subseribe {10,000 to the Natlonal Republican
Commi ttoe with the suggestion that it be used to offer three
prises, one of {6,000 for the first, one of {3,000 for the
second end one of $10,000 for the third, for the best Republiecan
platform, the ecome tition to be open to the graduatos of the
classes of 19156 of the universitios of Harvard, Yale, Princeton,
Columbis, John Hopltins, Michigan, Wiseonsin, Cal ifornia,
University of Virginia, University of Kansas, University of
Pomsylvania and University of Texas,

Should this 1dea appeal to you to the extent that you
will give it your sanction and influmee it will be necessary
for you to assume the responsibility of furnishing the machinery
and expense roguired for reading the manusecripte submitted, It
may be that the Committee will wish to open the eompetition to
all the young graduates of American Universities and to young
non-gollege men and women a8 well, If so any decision resched
by the eommittoe will be entirely mgreoeamble to me,

0f course it is not expected that such a platfornm
would be adopted by the lNatlonal Convention but the edueative
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affoct upon the people st large mi ht have a beneficial
iniirect reoult, and may ald you in your well directed offods
to interest young people in polities,

I would suggest that Dy, David Jayme Hill, Dr,
Hicholas Murray Buttler, the Hon, Albert J, Beverildge, be
requested to act as julgos of the morits of the platforms
presented, and that they de assisted in thelr work by a corps
of young scholars,

The platfomn may contalin at most twice the number
of words used in the lact platform of the Republican Nat fonal
Convention of 1916 in oxlor to give space to sagzoot oz
explain the ressmms for the difforent plamks, In 1916 the
platfom contained -- words,

Should you declde on the three Jjudges I memtion,

I suggect that you vequire all competitors to submit four
copies of thelr menuseripts -- one oigned and three unsigned,
Flease also dosignate the address to which #l1l memseripte
should be sont and the last date upon which they will be
roeolved,

Very truly yours,
Truxtun Beale,

28 Jackson Place, Washington, n.c;

(The North American Review shall have the right of firot
publieation of any mamuscript passed upon by the judges).



